INTRODUCTION

tern throughout the world, and the establishment of
a free state made up of free co-operative groups
and societies, under which the tools of production
belong to the workers and in which each worker
receives according to his work. The primary prin-
ciple which distinguishes communism from other
forms of socialism is that the communists believe
in a society in which each individual gives accord-
ing to his ability and receives, not according to his
work, but According to his needs. This they pro-
claim as the ideal social order and the inevitable
system into which the socialistic order will develop,
just as socialism is an inevitable transition from
capitalism.

Whereas the Social Revolutionists and the Men-
shevik faction of the Social Democrats believed that
socialism could come through a gradual evolution-
ary change, which could be best accomplished by
overthrowing the czarist regime and establishing a
free democratic state, they believed that the pur-
pose of the revolution was primarily political and
not economic. The Bolsheviks, headed by Lenin,
believed not only that it was unnecessary, but highly
undesirable, to wait for this gradual change and
that the revolution must be immediate both as to
political and economic factors. It was this differ-
ence which played such an important part in the